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Introduction

Welcome to the teacher’s guide for Hanna Storm: Intergalactic by C.J.
Starbright and the Stargazers. This science fiction adventure novel
offers a dynamic platform to engage middle and high school students
in critical thinking, creativity, and emotional intelligence development.
With its compelling storyline, relatable protagonist, and thought-
provoking themes, the book invites meaningful exploration of
interdisciplinary learning opportunities.

This guide aligns with Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) competencies, fostering analytical
skills, empathy, and collaboration. Educators can use this resource to
guide students in connecting the text’s universal themes with real-
world issues while developing their reading, writing, and social skills.



Key Themes

Exploration and Curiosity

Students examine how Hanna’s relentless curiosity propels the story
forward and connects to the broader themes of scientific inquiry and
discovery. This theme encourages asking meaningful questions and
pursuing knowledge.

Standards Alignment:

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1: Cite textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly.
o SEL: Self-awareness and responsible decision-making.

Resilience and Problem-Solving

The narrative showcases Hanna’s ability to navigate challenges
through creative problem-solving, adaptability, and perseverance.
Students analyze critical moments where resilience is key to
overcoming obstacles.

Standards Alignment:

o CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of
dialogue or incidents propel the action.
o SEL: Self-management and goal-setting.

Diversity and Inclusion

As Hanna interacts with various alien cultures, the story highlights
themes of acceptance and collaboration across differences. Students
explore the importance of inclusion and empathy in building
relationships.



Standards Alignment:

o« CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions with diverse partners.
o SEL: Social awareness and relationship skills.

Ethics and Leadership

Ethical dilemmas and leadership choices feature prominently as Hanna
faces decisions that impact herself and others. Students evaluate the
moral reasoning behind actions taken in the story and discuss the
complexities of leadership.

Standards Alignment:

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims
with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
e SEL: Responsible decision-making and ethical leadership.

Family and Relationships

Family bonds and interpersonal relationships drive much of Hanna’s
motivation and growth throughout the novel. Students reflect on how
connections influence character development and decisions.

Standards Alignment:

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of
a text and analyze its development.
o SEL: Relationship skills and self-awareness.



Guide Outline

Each chapter in this guide includes:

Discussion Questions: Designed to encourage critical thinking and
close reading, these questions explore key events, themes, and
character developments. They are aligned with CCSS and SEL
standards to ensure students build both academic and emotional
skills.

Suggested Activities: Hands-on and creative activities give students
opportunities to engage more deeply with the text, fostering
collaboration, problem-solving, and personal expression. Activities
align with relevant standards and are adaptable for individual or group
work.

Essay Prompts and Grading Rubric: The essay questions encourage
students to delve into key themes of Hanna Storm: Intergalactic, such
as curiosity, resilience, diversity, ethics, and family, by analyzing
character decisions and narrative events. The accompanying grading
rubric evaluates student essays based on thesis clarity, evidence and
analysis, organization, writing mechanics, and engagement, providing
clear benchmarks for success while fostering critical thinking and
personal expression.

Through these themes, questions, and activities, this guide provides
educators with tools to support critical analysis, foster social-
emotional growth, and inspire creativity in their students. By engaging
with Hanna Storm: Intergalactic, students embark on their own journey
of exploration, resilience, and discovery



Discussion Questions and Activities

Prologue

Question 1: How does Master Slythe’s leadership style affect his crew?
(Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL:
Responsible decision-making)

« Highlight his use of intimidation to ensure compliance and how it
contrasts with more collaborative approaches.

Question 2: What does the description of the blue planet convey
about the galaxy’s diversity? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1, SEL: Social awareness)

o Discuss the detailed observations of Earth’s atmosphere and
ecosystems, inspiring curiosity about intergalactic life.

Suggested Activity: Create a comparison chart where students list
Earth’s features as described in the prologue and imagine how aliens
might perceive these features based on their own environments.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1, SEL: Social awareness)

Chapter 1: A Birthday Surprise

Question 1: How do Hanna's parents influence her adventurous spirit?
(Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL:
Self-awareness)

« Highlight the telescope gift and their shared interest in astronomy,
which inspire Hanna'’s curiosity and determination.



Question 2: What does the space cruise reveal about Hanna’s
personality? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.1, SEL: Self-awareness)

o Discuss her excitement and anticipation, showing her eagerness to
explore the unknown.

Suggested Activity: Have students write a journal entry as Hanna on
her birthday, describing her thoughts and emotions about the space
cruise. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3, SEL: Self-awareness)

Chapter 2: The Eloise Takes Flight

Question 1: How does Hanna manage her emotions during the ship’s
launch? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Self-management)

o Reference her deep breaths to stay calm and her focus on the
beauty of the experience to manage her fear.

Question 2: What does the description of the launch emphasize about
space exploration? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.4, SEL: Responsible decision-making)

o Highlight the sensory details that spark wonder and curiosity about
space travel.

Suggested Activity: Ask students to create a sensory map of the
launch, focusing on what Hanna might see, hear, feel, and smell.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4, SEL: Self-management)



Chapter 3: A Daughter Gives Chase

Question 1: How does Hanna’s quick thinking help her navigate the
empty Eloise? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Goal-setting)

o Discuss her use of observation and memory to locate the
navigation panel and assess the situation.

Question 2: What lessons from her parents help Hanna remain
composed? (Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL: Self-awareness)

o Reference their teachings about acting with purpose in
emergencies.

Suggested Activity: Have students create a decision tree mapping out
Hanna’s choices and their potential outcomes in this chapter.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Responsible decision-making)

Chapter 4: The Eloise in Pursuit

Question 1: How does Hanna’s decision to pursue the alien ship
demonstrate leadership? (Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-making)

o Emphasize her calculated risk to protect others and her ability to
stay focused on her goal.

Question 2: What do the alien ship’s capabilities reveal about
technological advancements in the galaxy? (Theme: Exploration and
Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4, SEL: Self-awareness)

e Discuss Hanna's fascination with the alien technology and how it
drives her determination to learn more.



Suggested Activity: Have students design their own alien ship,
describing its technological features and purpose in a brief paragraph.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2, SEL: Creativity)

Chapter 5: The Lost Earth Girl

Question 1: How does Hanna’s encounter with the smaller alien ship
shape her journey? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.1, SEL: Social awareness)

« Highlight her cautious optimism and curiosity as she approaches
the unknown vessel.

Question 2: What motivates Hanna to continue searching for her
parents? (Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL: Relationship skills)

o Reference her memories of their adventures and her promise to
reunite with them.

Suggested Activity: Have students write a letter from Hanna to her
parents, explaining her determination to find them. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.3, SEL: Relationship skills)

Chapter 6: How Fare the Captives?

Question 1: How do Hanna's parents inspire hope among the captives?
(Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL:
Relationship skills)

« Highlight their efforts to support others emotionally and keep
spirits high despite their dire circumstances.

Question 2: What does the tension between the captives and their
guards reveal about leadership dynamics? (Theme: Ethics and



Leadership; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-
making)

o Discuss how power is wielded differently by the guards and the
captives.

Suggested Activity: Ask students to role-play a conversation between
a guard and a captive, focusing on ethical dilemmas and power
dynamics. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)

Chapter 7: The Sendori Sanitarium for Homeless,
Lost, and Discarded Children

Question 1: How does Hanna adapt to the unfamiliar customs of the
sanitarium? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Social awareness)

o Reference her keen observation of alien behavior and her efforts to
blend in.

Question 2: What does Hanna’'s conversation with Tsarana reveal
about trust? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Relationship skills)

e Discuss how their exchange builds mutual understanding and sets
the stage for collaboration.

Suggested Activity: Have students create a dialogue between Hanna
and Tsarana where they explore cultural differences and build trust.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)



Chapter 8: Just Another School Day

Question 1: How does Hanna's experience in Galactic History class
deepen her understanding of the Dorian Empire? (Theme: Exploration
and Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-
making)

o Highlight her focus on finding clues about her parents’ location in
the sparse data provided.

Question 2: What does Physical Recreation class teach Hanna about
alien diversity? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)

o Discuss how the range of sports and abilities showcases the
galaxy’s diversity.
Suggested Activity: Have students create a fictional Galactic History

textbook entry based on Hanna'’s discoveries. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.2, SEL: Creativity)

Chapter 9: Into the Mines

Question 1: How do Hanna's parents model resilience in the mines?
(Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL:
Relationship skills)

o Reference their encouragement of other captives and their
willingness to share resources.

Question 2: What does the description of the mines reveal about the
Dorian Empire’s labor practices? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4, SEL: Social awareness)



« Highlight the harsh conditions and the lack of ethical
considerations.

Suggested Activity: Have students draft a persuasive letter from
Hanna's perspective, arguing against the Dorian Empire’s labor
practices. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-
making)

Chapter 10: Hanna and Blue Visit the Zoo

Question 1: How does Hanna’s quick thinking during their capture at
the zoo demonstrate problem-solving? (Theme: Resilience and
Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Goal-setting)

o Reference her use of the zoo’s map to devise an escape route.

Question 2: What does the zoo reveal about systemic inequalities in
the galaxy? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)

o Discuss how the alien exhibits reflect biases and prejudices.

Suggested Activity: Have students design a more inclusive and ethical
alien zoo, explaining their decisions. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2, SEL:

Creativity)
Chapter 11: A Day at the Zoo

Question 1: How does Hanna’'s determination to free the Bimber
highlight her leadership qualities? (Theme: Ethics and Leadership;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-making)

o Emphasize her prioritization of others’ welfare over her own safety.



Question 2: What does her interaction with Saldo reveal about building
alliances? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Relationship skills)

o Discuss how trust and negotiation are critical in forging
partnerships.

Suggested Activity: Have students map out a plan for Hanna’s
alliances, including key steps and challenges. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Goal-setting)

Chapter 12: To Flee or Not to Flee

Question 1: How does Hanna’s discovery of the barrier's weakness
demonstrate ingenuity? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Goal-setting)

o Reference her experimentation with petroleum jelly to overcome
the seemingly impenetrable barrier.

Question 2: Why does Hanna insist on freeing the other captives
despite the risks? (Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-making)

o Discuss her belief in collective freedom and her refusal to leave
anyone behind.

Suggested Activity: Ask students to write a reflective journal entry
from Hanna's perspective, exploring her decision-making process
during the escape. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3, SEL: Self-awareness)

Chapter 13: A Daring Escape

Question 1: How do the prisoners work together to execute their
escape plan? What does this reveal about teamwork and leadership?



(Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL:
Relationship skills)

« Highlight the coordinated effort of Captain Jack freeing restraints
and Mr. Storm creating a distraction by attacking the guards,
showcasing strategic teamwork and leadership under pressure.

Question 2: How does Captain Jack demonstrate resilience in the face
of danger? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Self-management)

o Reference Captain Jack’s calm precision in unlocking restraints and
ensuring every step of the plan proceeds smoothly, even under
threat.

Suggested Activity: Have students create a storyboard illustrating the
key moments of the escape, emphasizing teamwork and strategic
planning. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3, SEL: Collaboration)

Chapter 14: On the Trail of Hanna Storm

Question 1: How does the chaotic scene at the zoo reflect the
challenges of leadership during crises? (Theme: Ethics and
Leadership; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-
making)

o Discuss Zookeeper Beb’s indecisiveness versus Officer Mung'’s
assertive leadership to align more closely with the text.

Question 2: What role does cooperation play in progressing the
Corridor Patrol’s investigation? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion;
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)



e Focus on how Remy’s reluctant cooperation helps Mung and
Boother uncover crucial details about Hanna’s escape.

Suggested Activity: Have students role-play as members of the
Corridor Patrol, debating their next steps in solving the case.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Problem-solving)

Chapter 15: The Monarch and the Cosmonaut

Question 1: How does the Monarch’s performance highlight cultural
exchange? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)

o Emphasize the Monarch’s use of Earth music captivating a galactic
audience, creating shared understanding across species.

Question 2: What does Hanna’s reaction to the Monarch reveal about
her sense of identity? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.7.1, SEL: Self-awareness)

o Explore Hanna’s awe at recognizing Earth’s cultural impact and her
desire to connect with the Monarch to learn more about her home’s
legacy.

Suggested Activity: Have students compose a piece of music or

poetry inspired by their own cultural heritage and share it with

classmates to foster cultural exchange. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3,
SEL: Cultural awareness)

Chapter 16: Eloise Gets a Makeover

Question 1: How does the crew’s decision to enhance the Eloise
reflect creative problem-solving? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-
Solving; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.4, SEL: Goal-setting)



« Highlight their use of scavenged parts to upgrade defenses,
balancing ingenuity with limited resources.

Question 2: What ethical dilemmas arise during the modification of the
Eloise? (Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1,
SEL: Responsible decision-making)

o Discuss their internal debate over arming the ship and the potential
consequences for future interactions.

Suggested Activity: Ask students to design and present their own
“Eloise upgrade” proposal, explaining the ethical considerations
involved. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Ethics)

Chapter 17: A Fight for Freedom

Question 1: How do Hanna and her allies exhibit resilience during the
battle? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Self-management)

o Highlight Captain Jack’s leadership in directing defenses and
Hanna's quick thinking amidst chaos.

Question 2: What role does trust play in the success of the mission?
(Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL:
Relationship skills)

o Focus on the group’s reliance on Saldo’s insider knowledge despite
initial mistrust.

Suggested Activity: Have students create a trust-building exercise
inspired by the alliances formed during the mission. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Trust-building)



Chapter 18: Blue's Journey

Question 1: How does Blue’s transformation demonstrate his personal
growth? (Theme: Exploration and Curiosity; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.7.1, SEL: Self-awareness)

« Highlight Blue's decision to impersonate Hanna as a significant act
of sacrifice.

Question 2: What lessons can be learned from Blue’s decision to
protect Hanna? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.3, SEL: Goal-setting)

o Discuss his calculated decision to trade places with Hanna as a
demonstration of loyalty and bravery.

Suggested Activity: Have students write a monologue from Blue’s
perspective, reflecting on his choices and growth. (CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.3, SEL: Self-awareness)

Chapter 19: A Pause in the Battle

Question 1: How do moments of reflection strengthen the group’s
bond? (Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.2,
SEL: Relationship skills)

« Highlight how characters like Mrs. Storm and Captain Jack use this
pause to reaffirm their commitment to one another and their
mission.

Question 2: What strategies do the characters use to regroup
effectively? (Theme: Resilience and Problem-Solving; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.7.4, SEL: Responsible decision-making)



o Focus on the detailed planning session where characters like
Haruka contribute tactical insights.

Suggested Activity: Have students draft a group mission statement as
if they were part of Hanna’s team, outlining their goals and strategies.
(CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Collaboration)

Chapter 20: The Right Pirate

Question 1: How does Hanna navigate her relationship with Captain
Ternia to gain her trust? (Theme: Diversity and Inclusion; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Social awareness)

o Emphasize Hanna's use of shared goals to foster collaboration with
Ternia.

Question 2: What ethical dilemmas arise in deciding whether to trust
Ternia? (Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.1,
SEL: Responsible decision-making)

o Discuss the risks of aligning with a pirate and how the team weighs
these against their larger mission.

Suggested Activity: Ask students to debate the decision to ally with
Ternia, presenting arguments for and against based on textual
evidence. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.8.1, SEL: Ethics)

Chapter 21: Rescued at Last

Question 1: How does Hanna’s leadership evolve during the final
rescue mission? (Theme: Ethics and Leadership; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.7.1, SEL: Responsible decision-making)

« Reference her calm yet decisive coordination during the mission,
including assigning roles and maintaining focus under pressure.



Question 2: What role does teamwork play in ensuring a successful
outcome? (Theme: Family and Relationships; CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.8.2, SEL: Relationship skills)

o Highlight the collaborative efforts of characters like Henry, Ternia,
and Haruka, showing how their combined strengths ensure
success.

Suggested Activity: Have students write an alternate ending to the
mission, exploring how different decisions by the team could have led
to varied outcomes. (CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.3, SEL: Decision-
making)



Essay Prompts and Grading Rubric

Essay Prompts

Prompt 1: Exploration and Curiosity: Analyze how Hanna'’s curiosity
shapes her journey and the outcomes of her decisions. Provide
examples from the text to illustrate how her inquisitive nature
influences key events.

Prompt 2: Resilience and Problem-Solving: Discuss a moment in the
story where Hanna demonstrates resilience in the face of adversity.
How does this moment define her character and contribute to the
overall theme of problem-solving?

Prompt 3: Diversity and Inclusion: Evaluate how Hanna’s interactions
with different alien species emphasize the importance of diversity and
inclusion. What lessons does the novel convey about acceptance and
collaboration?

Prompt 4: Ethics and Leadership: Explore an ethical dilemma faced by
Hanna or another character. How does their decision reflect
leadership qualities, and what does it teach about making morally
complex choices?

Prompt 5: Family and Relationships: Discuss how the relationships in
Hanna’s life, especially with her parents, shape her motivations and
growth. Use specific moments from the story to support your analysis.



Grading Rubric
I D D

Criteria

Thesis and Focus

Evidence and
Analysis

Organization

Writing Mechanics

Engagement and
Voice

Excellent (4)

Clear, insightful
thesis that
thoroughly
addresses the
prompt with strong
focus throughout
the essay.

Uses specific, well-

chosen textual
evidence with deep
analysis that
connects to the
thesis.

Logical, well-
structured essay
with effective
transitions between
ideas.

Free of grammar,
punctuation, and
spelling errors;
language is precise
and engaging.

Demonstrates
strong personal
voice and

engagement with

the topic.

Proficient (3)

Clear thesis that
addresses the
prompt with
consistent focus.

Provides
appropriate textual
evidence with solid
analysis.

Organized essay
with clear
transitions.

Minor grammar,
punctuation, or
spelling errors;
language is clear.

Shows some
personal voice and
engagement with
the topic.

Basic (2)

Thesis addresses
the prompt but may
lack clarity or
focus.

Includes some
textual evidence,

but analysis may be

vague or
disconnected.

Organization is
inconsistent, with
abrupt or unclear
transitions.

Frequent grammar,
punctuation, or
spelling errors;
language may be
unclear.

Limited personal
voice or

engagement with
the topic.

Improvement
Needed (1)

Unclear thesis or
lacks connection to
the prompt.

Limited or no
textual evidence;

analysis is minimal

or absent.

Essay lacks clear
organization or
transitions.

Numerous errors
that distract from
readability and
clarity.

Lacks personal
voice or

engagement with
the topic.




Conclusion

This teacher's guide for Hanna Storm: Intergalactic provides a
comprehensive framework to engage middle and high school students
in meaningful literary exploration and social-emotional learning. By
aligning with Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and Social-
Emotional Learning (SEL) competencies, the guide ensures that
students not only enhance their academic skills but also cultivate
empathy, resilience, and collaboration.

Through chapter-specific discussion questions, activities, and essay
prompts, the guide offers educators a variety of tools to promote
critical thinking, creativity, and interdisciplinary learning. Themes such
as curiosity, diversity, leadership, and family are seamlessly integrated
with actionable classroom strategies, enabling students to connect
the narrative to real-world issues and their personal growth.

The thoughtfully designed rubric provides clear criteria to assess
student work, ensuring alignment with educational goals while
encouraging individual expression and analysis. Overall, this guide
serves as a valuable resource to inspire and challenge students,
fostering a deeper appreciation for literature and its ability to mirror
and shape their journeys of discovery and growth.



